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Dear Friends, 
The Shroud of Turin is still, well shrouded in mystery. The Shroud is thought by 

many to be the burial cloth of Jesus. I say, “thought” because no one has ever been able to 
empirically prove that it is and no one has been able to prove that it isn’t. The Shroud of Turin is 
the most studied and investigated artifact on the planet. And despite the most sophisticated and 
highly technical scientific analysis it still refuses to yield its secrets.  

Back in the 1980’s after a piece of the Shroud underwent Carbon-14 testing many 
claimed that since the testing dated the Shroud around the 13th century it was a medieval 
forgery. That despite also finding that pigments and pollen on the Shroud were from first 
century plants found in the Middle East and not Northern Italy. As it turns out the pieces of the Shroud that were 
tested were from patches placed on the Shroud after a fire damaged it around the 13th century. So the test results 
were correct except for testing the wrong piece of cloth.  

But the most perplexing part of the Shroud is how the image made its way onto the Shroud. Even 
though some brilliant researchers have put many interesting hypotheses forward none of these has been able to 
fully explain the imprint on the Shroud. Each time someone comes up with a theory someone else is able to 
debunk it. More importantly no one has been able to completely reproduce the image of the Shroud using any of 
the artistic techniques that many consider may have been used to imprint the image on the Shroud. The image is a 
photographic negative, which was only revealed after someone took a photo of it in 1898. The question then 
arises is if it is a 13th century forgery who was around back then that could have understand what a photographic 
negative is at a time before the invention of the camera? And why use the image from a photographic negative 
when shrouds with dead bodies don’t produce such images?  

The most recent hypothesis to try to explain the origin of the imprint on the Shroud is that it was 
caused by radiation (specifically the corona discharge effect). Unlike previous theories of how the imprint was 
made, scientists have been able to reproduce this technique in the laboratory but only partially. Scientists have 
been able to reproduce only a few inches of a Shroud like image and even for that they had to use over 500,000 
volts! So at this point to reproduce the entire image using such a technique would require voltage of tens of 
millions of volts of radiation. Of course that would be like exploding an atom bomb. Even if this method could 
possibly create a forgery, who in the 13th century or earlier had the technology to do such a thing? Still maybe 
this theory can help us understand something of the physics of resurrection. How is a body able to be reanimated 
without complete obliteration? Was the Resurrection a massive explosion of energy?  

Of course maybe we also have to look beyond science and see the image on the Shroud as linked to 
the reality of resurrection?  

The Shroud of Turin and the Gospel Resurrection accounts despite centuries of rigorous historical 
analysis and scientific scrutiny still stand as witnesses to the Resurrection of Christ. And still no matter how firm 
a grounding the Resurrection stories have they don’t necessarily lead to an acceptance of Jesus as Lord and 
Messiah. Why has that been so for generations? Probably because most of us have our own agendas and if we 
accept the Resurrection we have to also accept what goes along with it: belief in Christ and in his continued 
presence in his Church.  

Just as the Shroud can be taken as a medieval forgery, so the Resurrection stories can be taken as 
delusions of the grief stricken followers of Jesus. Which leaves us with the only truly effective convincing 
evidence of Jesus Resurrection: the witness of lives changed by an encounter with the Risen Lord. And either we 
evidence that in our lives as Christians or we leave ourselves open to being doubted as forgeries or medieval 
hangovers of a superstitious past.  

Yes it is good to ponder and investigate the science behind Resurrection for somehow deep within the 
laws of physics may be hidden the possibility of how molecules can be reanimated. We however can only go so 
far since the only known resurrected person is Christ who has ascended back to the Father, which makes it 
difficult to subject to laboratory experiments! So the only known subjects that can be studied, as Paul says is the 
believer who carries around in his body the death and resurrection of Christ.  

So it is much more of a convincing proof if the imprint of the Crucified One is imprinted on our lives 
than on a linen cloth.  

Happy Easter!  
Love, Fr. John B 

Shrouded in Mystery 
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CONTACT US 
Website: www.ololscw.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OurLadyofLourdesSCW
Flocknote: text ollscw to 84576 
or go to ollscw.flocknote.com

MASS TIMES
Daily (Monday - Saturday) 8:30a.m.(no morning Masses 3/28/29/30)

Saturday 4:00p.m. (Vigil Mass 3/30 at 7pm)

Sunday 9:00a.m., 11:00a.m. (Also Easter 3/31 at 9:15am in Hall)

Vistancia Elementary School
30009 N. Sunrise Point, Peoria, AZ 85383
Sunday 1:00p.m.

CONFESSION
Saturday 9:30a.m.- 10:30a.m.
Tuesday  10:00a.m. - 11:00a.m.

ADORATION  
Thursday  10:00a.m.- 11:00a.m.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by being prayerful and active 
stewards of the grace and resources entrusted to us by:

 Instructing all in the Truth 
of the Catholic Faith

 Upholding the dignity of 
human life by nourishing it from conception 

and strengthening it to the end 

 Following the way  of Jesus in our worship and living

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Sunday: 7:00a.m. - 1:00p.m. (Office will be closed 3/31 and 4/1)

Monday - Thursday: 7:00a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
Friday: 7:00a.m. - 12:00p.m.

EMERGENCY SACARAMENT ASSISTANCE
(Anointing of the Sick) 
After Office Hours please call   623-546-2767 for assistance.

Divine Mercy Sunday  April 7, 2024 
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Connect With Us

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish

CLERGY
Pastor
Fr. John Bonavitacola  frjohn@ololscw.org 623-546-2767

Retired Clergy …. Fr. Bill Fournier 623-546-2767

Deacons 
Deacon Larry Grey lgre @dphx.or 623-546-2767

Deacon Jim Brett  jim@fullcirclepro ram.com 623-546-2767

STAFF
Business & Maintenance Manager
Ezekiel Spanelli  espanelli@ololscw.org 623-344-7295

Director of Development
James Salas   jsalas@ololscw.or 623-546-2767

Administrative Assistant 
Patty Romero  promero@ololscw.or 623-546-2767

Facilities Maintenance
Tom Scott  tscott@ololscw.or

Pastoral Care/Mental Health Ministry 
Jan Brett  jbrett@ololscw.org 602-550-3451

Music Ministry
Vacant at this time

Safe Environment/Funeral Ministry 
Julie Gradillas  j radillas@ololscw.or 623-546-2767

Your Sacrificial Giving Totals 

March 17, 2024 

Thank you for sharing your treasure!

(Sorry Not available at print time)
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2023 Tax Statements are Ready!
The 2023 tax statements for Our Lady of Lourdes Parish have been 
emailed out. (If you have provided an email address on your parish regis-
tration.). If you have NOT received your emailed statement or you wish 
to have a printed copy please contact the parish office 623-546-2767.

E3AFRICA Founder, Fr. Robert will  visit 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish April 6th. 

APRIL 2
We will pray pro-life Rosary at 1:00pm in the church

General meeting at 1:30pm in  Fr. McGivney room. 
All are welcome to join us!

Joshua Banda
Sandra May Curtis

Johanna S. Hernandez

We share in your joy!
Be strengthen by our prayers of congratulations 

for your new life in Christ!
Father John, Father Bill, Deacon Larry, Deacon Jim, 

Staff and Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish and Mission At Lake Pleasant Parkway

Important Information to keep in mind ….

Parish Office will be closed Monday, April 1st

No Confessions on Tuesday, April 2nd

Please keep in mind there are some meetings that have been 
rescheduled for the upcoming week. Please check with the 
ministry leads to inquire if your ministry/or meeting has 
been  changed. 

Check website
For more info
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Mass Intentions 

Readings for the Week 
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Monday, April 1, 2024 
8:30am  Intentions of Ryan Smith 

Tuesday, April 2, 2024 
8:30am   † Soul of Jill Marcanti 

Wednesday, April 3, 2024 
8:30am  † Soul of  Ryan Finn 

Thursday, April 4, 2024
8:30am † Soul of Roy Forbes 
Friday, April 5, 2024
8:30am † Souls of recently deceased of our parish and their families 

Saturday, April 6, 2024 
8:30am  † Soul of  Jim Barry 
4:00pm  † Soul of Rose Hambach 

Divine Mercy Sunday, April 7, 2024 
9:00am  Souls and living members of Divine Mercy Group  
11:00am Intentions of Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes and 

 Mission at Lake Pleasant Parkway 
1:00pm Full Circle Benefactors   

Monday,  April 1, 2024 
Parish Office is Close 
Tuesday, April 2, 2024 
7:00am SET UP - Hall 
9:00am Parish - Conference Room 
1:00pm Respect Life Rosary - Church 
1:30pm Respect Life General Meeting - Conference Room 
3:30pm SVdP - TBD 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024  
7:00am  SET UP - Hall 
Thursday,  April 4, 2024 
8:00am  Rummage Sale - Hall 
Friday,  April 5, 2024 
8:00am  Rummage Sale - Hall 
1:30pm  Mental Health Ministry - Mental Health Room   
Saturday, April 6, 2024 
9:00am  Parish - Conference Room 
9:30am Confessions - Church 
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 7, 2024 
No other activities planned today 

All events subject to change based on parish needs 

Parish Calendar 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish and Mission  
at Lake Pleasant Parkway  

Goal: $116,000.00 Current: $80,306.00 (as of 3/12/24)* 
*Update not available at print time

The Resurrection of the Lord, Sunday, March 31, 2024  
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Col 3:1-4 or 
1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9  

Monday, April 1, 2024 
Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday, April 2, 2024 
Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22; Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday, April 3, 2024 
Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday, April 4, 2024 
Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:35-48 

Friday, April 5, 2024 
Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a; Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday, April 6, 2024 
Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21; Mk 16:9-15 

Sunday of Divine Mercy, April 7, 2024 
Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31 

Happy Easter To All! 

Father John, Father Bill, Deacon Larry, Deacon Jim, 

Staff of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish and  

Mission At Lake Pleasant Parkway 

He Is Risen 
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Join the Our Lady of Lourdes
growing online community!

Here’s how:

• Navigate to Facebook and type ‘OLOL Sun City West’
into the search bar to find Our Lady of Lourdes.

• Click the “Like” and “Follow” buttons.

• On the “Follow” dropdown menu, choose “See first”
and you’ll always get Our Lady of Lourdes updates at
the top of your newsfeed.

Benefits:

• Daily Catholic content from our parish – posts, videos,
inspirational articles, quizzes, and Catholic humor.

• Updated news from the parish.

• Keep in touch with your fellow parishioners.

• Every time you click the share button, that content will
be put right into the newsfeeds of people in our
neighborhood.

Keep in touch with us via email or text message!

• Receive the latest information from the parish

• Choose to receive updates from groups you’re interested in

• Unsubscribe anytime

• No spam, we promise

Go to new.flocknote.com/ollscw to subscribe to Flocknote messages. 
Flocknote also gives you the opportunity to stay up-to-date with all of 
the parish ministries and group. 

Or you can use the Text-to-Join instructions below.
Text OLLSCWText to 84576 from your cell phone to receive updates. 

Flocknote
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The Diocesan deadline was December 31, 2023.

IF you missed the opportunity for Renewal training 
for LAY PEOPLE 2023-2024 you will need to contact  
Julie Gradillas at the parish office.

PLEASE NOTE: ONLY those folks who wish to serve in 
any capacity in any ministry within the Diocese of Phoe-
nix  are required to take the Foundation portion, includ-
ing back ground check and must maintain their SET 
training as a means to stay in compliance with this 
PHOENIX DIOCESAN REQUIREMENT. Visit the site 
to comply at https://phoenix.cmgconnect.org 

If you plan to only attend meetings/events and NOT serve 
in any capacity you are still welcomed to do so. 

Should you have ANY questions or concerns or problems 
logging in contact Julie Gradillas in the parish office at 
623-546-2767 or you may contact her via email
jgradillas@ololscw.org.

Thanks for your service to HIS people!

We can all help prevent suicide. 
The 988 Lifeline provides 24/7, free and confidential support 
for people in distress, prevention and crisis resources for you or 
your loved ones, and best practices for professionals in the 
United States. 

Still Available 
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EWTN Is Everywhere

ewtn.com

EWTN Global Catholic Network

Television Radio
News

Online Publishing
Mobile

623-584-6299
www.caminodelsol.com

In-Home Care Since 1997
Certified & Insured 

NutritioNal Care
PersoNal Care
DemeNtia Care
WheelChair traNsPort

623-986-7809

Call

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FAITH LAW
Est. 1979

Avondale
919 N. Dysart Rd. Ste. F 

Avondale, AZ 85323

623.932.0430

 The West Valley's Largest Law
Firm Providing Estate Plans

For Over 44 Years.
FaithLaw.com

Surprise
15331 W. Bell Rd. #212 Ste.10 

Surprise, AZ 85374

Faith, Ledyard & Faith, PLC dba

Are You Struggling to
Hear the Gospel?
“Hearing and Tinnitus Treatment 
Improves All Aspects of Life!” 

– Dr. Rachael Zovko

Scottsdale | Phoenix
Paradise Valley | Glendale

(480) 903-4327
HearingAndBrainCenters.com
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